vi                                PREFACE TO FIFTH EDITION

In the present (fifth) edition these original qualities remain unchanged,
except that diet is discussed in many places instead of in a separate chap-
ter. In this edition, however, more changes have been made than in any
other. Approximately half of the material is new, and many minor
changes have been made in the remainder. The chief new points are as
follows:

(1)  The chapter entitled "The Continents and Man" has been replaced
by three chapters on continents and countries.   These important chapters
are designed to overcome the difficulty experienced by most students be-
cause they have forgotten a large part of the geography which they learned
in the elementary schools.    They need to become familiar once more
with the location, relief, and cities of the various countries, but they ought
to do this in a mature way quite different from the memory work of
earlier years.   Hence in these chapters all the countries of each continent
are briefly discussed so that the student refreshes his memory of the basic
facts of geographic location and structure.  At the same time he is made to
feel that the geographic facts do not occur haphazardly, but follow defi-
nite laws.   Such a preview enables him to approach the rest of the book
with a much better preparation than is otherwise possible.

(2)  To assist in this locational study a series of railroad maps with
political boundaries and names in red has been inserted at the back of
the book.   It is essential that these maps be carefully studied.

(3)  The two chapters on political geography at the end of the Fourth
Edition have been enlarged to three in this Fifth Edition.   This reflects
the growing realization that boundaries, minerals, other resources, trade
routes, colonies, and the general diversity of opportunities and productivity
among the nations are among the chief factors which control political
relationships.

(4)  One of the least-understood phases of geography is the diversity
of the lands in low latitudes.   In order to bring this out more clearly the
tropical parts of the earth are discussed in two chapters devoted respec-
tively to the poorer and the better types.   A plate (Plate II at the end of
the book) has been added showing the major natural regions of the entire
earth.   The tropical regions, as well as others, are discussed according
to its divisions.

(5)  Another innovation is that a discussion of local geography, or of
"microgeography," has been introduced at the end of those chapters which
seem to warrant it.  Suggestions are given as to ways in which the students
caa investigate their surroundings.

(6)  The problems connected with such conditions as droughts, floods,
insect pests, hurricanes, soil erosion, and the control of rivers have become